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Nihangnama

The Nihangnama (Treatise of Nihang Singh Warriors) is an
anthology of historical accounts discussing the origin
stories related to the Nihang Singhs. The Sikh tradition,
following Guru Gobind Singh, would be woefully ignorant
of the history of the Nihang Singhs without these seminal
texts. These texts unequivocally assert that the Nihang
Singhs draw their lineage straight from Guru Gobind Singh.
Previously untranslated texts are presented to bring
awareness to Sikhs in the diaspora regordmg the origins of
the Nihang Singhs.

‘Nihangs are forever firm in
their conviction, character,

recitation of Gurbani, and

performance of austerities; such is a true Warrior.

They remain forever in their own discipline, even if kings
and royalty walk by.”

- Pracheen Panth Prakash (Shahid Rattan S'mgh Bhangoo)
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Salutation: As per tradition regarding dharmic literary works, a
mangal, or salutation is made prior to the commencement of the

work. Humbly find the mangal below:
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When the Guru's Wisdom, like the wind, dispersed across the world,
it removed the ignorance like clouds, and displayed the Blue [Bana] sky for all to
see.
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The unique uniform [Bana] of the Singhs is now present in foreign countries, and
these foreigners are even keeping their Kes [Hair] becoming the highest [Guru's
Sikhs].
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Always strapped with weapons and reciting the scriptures of Chandi, their
[Shahidi] Degh always flows freely and they distribute it to countless people.
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The slanderers continue to shriek but the wise have understood [this mystery],
salutations to the Dal Panth, which grants countless blessings.
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Pracheen Panth Prakash 1830
The Khalsa Panth’s lllumination Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangoo

Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangu who was the grandson of the famed
Shahid Mehtab Singh. Much of his knowledge was passed down
through his family and thus the text provides an interesting insight
into the Misal period [mid to late 1700s]. The text makes consistent
mention of the Akali Nihangs and their sacrifices during the Misal
period but the passage below specifically describes the story of
Gurbaksh Singh Nihang.
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Oh wise ones listen to this story | will tell of the Nihang Gurbaksh
Singh, who attained sublime Shahidi [martyrdom] in the

auspicious city of Amritsar.
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A great and elite warrior [Bhujangi], he kept the Guru’s Code of
Conduct [Rehat] very well, as such he wore the blue clothing
and would awake early in the morning and drink cannabis.

Following this he would cleanse himself and brush his teeth.

G Pracheen Panth Prakash
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Daily he would bathe in the early morning, reciting Gurbani

while adorning his turban. Worshipping his weapons he would

hold his sword and salute it.
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Around his neck he wore an all-iron rosary, even his comb was
made of iron and his small rosary. His Chakar [quoit] around his
turban was iron, as the iron chain. He would recite "All-lron is

my Protector” [from Akal Ustat].
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The gauntlets he wore were iron along with his club. Wearing a
white Kachera, with cloth measuring up to one and a quarter
yard, he also wore iron chain-mail. In holding congregations [at

Akal Takht], many Nihangs would also attend.

7. Pracheen Panth Prakash
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That man is called a Nihang who is indifferent to both pain and
pleasure. That person whose body is unaffected by both pain

and pleasure, we properly call that person Bidehi [Without a

Body, another name for Shahid Singhs].
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Nihangs are forever firm in their conviction, character, their
recitation of Gurbani and performance of austerities; such is a

true Warrior. They remain forever in their own discipline even if

kings and royalty walk by.
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Wherever an opportunity for warfare arises, they never cower

from death. Wherever a great calamity is upon the Panth, they

readily offer themselves to combat the threat.

-8- Pracheen Panth Prakash
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Wherever war is being waged, they press forward holding the
battle standards. Wherever they hear the drum beat of war,

they run to the front of the lines to fight.
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Gurbaksh Singh had taken Khande Ki Pahul from the Shahid

Bhai Mani Singh, and hailed from the village named Leel near

Khemkaran, a village in the district of Majha.

-Episode 156, Pracheen Panth Prakash

-9- Pracheen Panth Prakash
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Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 1843

The Solar lllumination Mahakavi Santokh Singh
of the Guru’s Glory

The Gurpratap Surqgj Prakash Granth is the most comprehensive
historical text of the Sikh Gurus and was so well received that its daily

discourse [katha] was mandated at all Takhts.

The passage below describes the origin story of the Akali Nihangs.
Specifically, events surrounding Guru Gobind Singh leaving
Chamkaur Sahib. After sustaining some injuries to his feet he was met
by Maan Singh, Daya Singh and Dharam Singh in an orchard, where

they then proceeded to Gulaba Masand’s house.
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From the auspicious mouth of the Guru, He said to those
around him, “Go bring large amounts of cannabis and black

pepper.
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| have gone a long time without any intoxicants, this beverage
brings great happiness to my mind”. Gulaba the Masand heard
these words and goft ready to leave, he went o the markeft to
purchase these items.

20 A Gurpratap Suraj Prakash
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When the Guru was seated in this orchard, the Masand went
quickly to the city to complete his task. Guru Gobind Singh had
taken the milk of an Ak plant [for medication, commonly called
the ‘Apple of Sodom’], but it had caused dryness on his feet.
He desired an intoxicant to drink [which would remove this
pain].
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He then asked the three Singhs in his company, “Does anyone
have cannabis close at hand?” Maan Singh had small amounts

of cannabis wrapped up, and hearing this the Guru told him to
unwrap it.
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Maan Singh had prepared the small amounts of cannabis and
gave it to Guru Gobind Singh, the drink was extremely strong
and the Guru drinking it was extremely pleased and gave a
blessing to Maan Singh - “Within the Khalsa there will be a
Panth that belongs to you.

Y9 Gurpratap Suraj Prakash
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It will be beautifully adorned in your attire and demeanor —
countless in number they will be called Akali Nihangs”. In this
way about half an hour passed, but their desire for more
intoxicants remained.

- Rut 6, Chapter 44, Gur Pratap Surgj Prakash Granth

Al Gurpratap Suraj Prakash
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Naveen Panth Prakash 1880

The Khalsa Panth’s lllumination  Giani Gian Singh
(Newer Standard)

Foreword: The Naveen Panth Prakash is one of the seminal historical
texts relating to Sikh history following the passing of Guru Gobind
Singh untfil the fime of Maharaja Ranijit Singh. This text is used as a
source for much of the information relating to the Misal period during
the early to late 1700s, and as such provides an important insight into
the Akali Nihangs. Gyani Gyan Singh, the author of the text, himself
a Nirmala Sikh, mentions the Nihangs and their involvement
throughout the Misal period. The portion below specifically describes
in detail the origin stories of Nihangs, their characteristics, and their

identity.
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Guru Nanak, who gave the entire world endless happiness, has
kept the honour of the ‘Bana’ [Nihang uniform], and who
iluminated the sun of wisdom.

B Naveen Panth Prakash
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Meditating upon those lotus-like feet | bow in salutation to the
Khalsa Panth, now | will narrate the origin stories of the Nihang
Singhs. :
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| write down these stories as told by the elder Nihang Singhs, so
brother, as | narrate this story please listen carefully with
attention.
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Having little essence in Satoguni or Rajoguni qualities, they consist
mainly of Tamogun, these are what you call the Nihang Singhs of
the Guru.

W Q1 Story 1
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One day the Guru gave great charity to a Brahmin, granting
him sesame seeds, oil and iron in an amount that weighed as
much as the Brahmin.

5 16- : Naveen Panth Prakash



FEO I I g ST
e R BT R

As the Brahmin walked out the door, there were poor Sikhs,
cannabis drinking beggars, who asked the Brahmin what he
was taking with him with such excitement.
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The Brahmin said, “I am taking this charity, which the Guru has
blessed me with”, the Sikhs did not understand how he had
earned this and did not accept this.
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The Sikhs snatched the charity from the Brahmin, who then
went to the Guru and pleaded, but the Guru laughed and said
“these Sikhs are the Akalis.”
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| have given you this charity to rid the Sikhs of poverty, hunger,
laziness and the effect of black magic, but now they have
brought these back into the community.

-17 - Naveen Panth Prakash
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Without being wise and acting without contentment they stole

this charity, and now these [hunger, poverty etc.] will run within
the Akalis.”
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Thus the Guru, for the Singhs, made it mandatory for iron
weapons and Karas to be worn [to protect from black magic]
and fed them many fried sweets.
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He made them adopt the blue uniform and thus the Guru said,
“these Sikhs are the Guru's Akalis.”

W 21 Story 2
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One day during the daily congregation held in the Guru's
presence, the Guru’s son Fateh Singh dressed himself in a
particular way.

Sidgil Naveen Panth Prakash
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Holding a club on his shoulder, adorned with a tall turban, with
a Kachera across his waist he chanted Akall
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Looking at him the Guru said, such a Panth will be started and
call themselves the ones of Baba Fateh Singh.
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This is the proper origin story of the Nihang Singhs, the next story
| will narrate is also found within the Gurpratap Surgj Prakash
Granth.

Mﬁu Story 3
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When Guru Gobind Singh was in the forests upon reaching
Macchiwara, Bhai Maan Singh was following along behind the
Guru. :

=19°= Naveen Panth Prakash |
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Maan Singh was a great enjoyer of cannabis and served it to
the Guru when in the forests of Macchiwara. | narrate to you
what then the Guru said to Maan Singh
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“A Panth will be erected, adorning a similar turban as you, as
filled with happiness as you and as great drinkers of cannabis.”
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Such a blessing passed upon Maan Singh, which oh Brother,
started the Nihang Panth which you see today.

F) 6 1 Story 4
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Now listen to the fourth origin story that is told about the
Nihangs, which relates to when Guru Gobind Singh wore blue
clothing in the Macchiwara jungle.

-20- Naveen Panth Prakash
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When going to the house of Dhillion from Malwa, Sodhi Kaul
made a request for the Guru to receive new clothes.
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The Guru accepted and adorned the new white clothing,

taking off his dark blue clothing, ripping it the Guru threw it in
the fire.
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The Guru saved one piece and gifted it to Maan Singh, who
adorned it on his turban [as a Farla], and thus started the new
uniform of dark blue clothing of Nihangs.
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These are the four origin stories of the Nihangs, as | have heard
them | write them down as such. Now | will narrate the origin
story of the tall furban.

) Naveen Panth Prakash
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When the Panth first joined forces they got together and fought
against the Turks, taking away their governance. When the
Singhs established their own kingdoms, then many Nihangs
became householders.
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The various bands of Nihangs who remained nomadic took to
looting crops to excess. They had faith they were entitled to the
crops and this habit of looting took form.
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The rulers who were Singhs did not punish the Nihangs, they
themselves with their strength had looted. When there was no
more commotion of war then within the kingdom there arose
this widespread of stealing. '
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During this time there was one Nihang, Naina Singh, who was
known for his recitation, austerity and keen discerning intellect.
He ran a very large Langar [communal kitchen] and practiced
very firmly the Nihang Singh conduct.

§i20s Naveen Panth Prakash
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Having a very large turban, he would recite a passage from the
Guru Granth Sahib, that which the Great Fifth Guru said, “Upon
Meeting the Guru | adorn a tall Dumalla®.
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The Nihangs have accepted this saying of the Guru and have
adorned such beautiful tall Dumallas. From then these very
large tall Dumallas were adorned by the Nihangs.
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These Dumallas are called the Naina Singh styled Dumalla. It is
said that from that time this tradition had been started. Now
listsen to how they came to be known as Akalis.

RS ok el
JESPTE )5 T L5 B S o g R ar s

Singhs would remain nomadic traveling from place to place,
chanting Akal Akal, upon listening to this the people of the
world then started to widely call them Akalis.

=23 Naveen Panth Prakash:
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In the same way that Kookas [Namdharis] got their name from
their Kooks [shrieks], and those who burnt their hair became
known as Hair Burners [sirphooke], in the same way their names
manifested in the world [due to their actions. As such, the
Nihangs were also called Akalis.
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The great brave Phoola Singh Nihang was a fierce student of
Naina Singh. His presence as a raider was known throughout

the world, and had killed an English officer in one such
encounter.
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Phoola Singh's influence increased greatly in and around the
area of Mukhtsar, as such the brave Ranjit Singh called Phoola
Singh [to join his ranks] with great respect.
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Ranjit Singh then made a regiment called the Akalis, entfrusted
soldiers all under the control of Phoola Singh. All of the soldiers
of this regiment called themselves Akalis.

et Naveen Panth Prakash



A3 3 6 TF7T 1 BAT YS AT AT 1
PO i Al gedgue e o 55 ngE

They all adorned tall turbans, with Khandas, Chakars [quoits],
knifes, Gajgah [emblems], iron chains and the five weapons.
They also were equipped with many other weapons.
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This was the uniform of the Akal Regiment, although this
tradition had already been established in the Guru’s House. The
Regiment would now wear blue clothing, and now too [the
Akalis] continue this tradition.
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With great determination Phoola Singh aftained Shahidi
[martyrdom] fighting against the Turks. The Regiment then was
dispersed, and the Singhs were then scattered. This is the story
of the Panth of the Nihang Singhs, | narrate to you as | have
been told it.

2oy Naveen Panth Prakash
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This Panth of the Nihangs, | have narrated their four origin
stories, how they received the blessings of Guru Gobind Singh.
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Their diet, dress, speech and mannerisms are all different from
other Singhs, and the entire world.
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They remain mainly Tamoguni with little influence of Satoguni

and Rajoguni dispositions, and they will fight fiercely over minor
issues.
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They do not lower their eyes to anyone, fearing no one, they
don't hesitate to fight; this is how people describe the Akalis.

das Naveen Panth Prakash
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Eating out of iron vessels, wearing only iron on their body, they
always remain enraged, they have burned away the entire
army of Ignorance.
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They adorn tall Dumallas, strapped with Chakars [quoits], knifes
and Khandas [double-edged swords], keeping clubs they dress
in dark blue clothing.
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They have no desire for sensuous pleasure they forever
maintain their sovereignty, very quickly do they begin
arguments and fights.
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They do not recognize the traditions of the Vedas or caste
obligations, when eating they always share, such is an Akali.

Lo A Naveen Panth Prakash
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They are great lovers and friends of opium, poppies and

cannabis, their property is the land of laziness, hunger and pure
poverty.
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They may perform work but even then they do not desire any

money in return, they remain ever in bliss and never experience
pain in their heart.
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They do not go into the congregation, nor listening to the

ancient scriptures, but take a great thrill in reciting solely the
Guru’s Bani.
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They eat by instilling fear and taking from others, they travel
fromm Gurdwara to Gurdwara, they do not beg like beggars, the
people call a Nihang as such.

-28- Naveen Panth Prakash
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They call others Pakhandis [fakers] and think of themselves as
above all judgment, they are great warriors of keepers of the
Guru's Code of Conduct.
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They do not recognize anyone else other than their Guru and
the Deathless [Akal], against [Indic] tradition they do Parkarma
[circumambulation] the reverse way [counter-clock wise].
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They are large fish in the ocean of Rudra rasa [The Ferocious
Rasa], they do not endure the objections and slanders from
others, they cut the limbs off their enemies.
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Forever desiring war, weapons, horses and cannabis, such is the
one pointed mind of the Guru's Nihang Singh.

ST Naveen Panth Prakash
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Those Nihang Singhs who have protected the Hindu Dharma in
all areas of India, have killed and thrown away generations of
their enemies.
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They have burnt the net of Attachment, destroying all the
generations of Anger and Desire, they have removed within the
people of India all poverty, impurity, and low level thinking.
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Gyan Singh says that, in the past, present and in the future, the
Nihang Singhs have earned great achievements, the cooling
breeze and pleasant sunlight warmth [of their presence]
expands forth quickly!
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They were given impurity in big heaps but even still they've
been given a high status, these Akalis of the Guru are masters
of Tegh [sovereignty] and Degh [benevolence].

=305 Naveen Panth Prakash
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Nurturers of Dharma, and forever the protectors of good
action, those who come into their sanctuary are protected,
they are the ones who remove the false projection of Maya
[the lllusion of the World].
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Being pleased with even just a little seva [selfless service], they
are as if Shiva, granting wishes and pleasures to people, and to

those who are angry against them, they grant them liberation
[through death].
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They are great possessors of power and happiness, they nurture
both the populace and the army and they are mindful of
current developments and worldly affairs; they walk on the
path of the rightful.
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They are great lovers of both the Panth and Gurbani within the
Guru Granth, they are the saviors of Gyan Singh, such are the
Akali Singhs.

- Naveen Panth Prakash

-31- Naveen Panth Prakash
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Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 1880

The Lovely lllumination of Baba Sumer Singh
The Guru's Lotus Feet

Foreword: The Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash is an exquisite Bragj historical
text on the life of Guru Gobind Singh, the author was the esteemed
Sumer Singh who served as Jathedar of Takht Patna Sahib and also
the chairman of the Faridkot Tika committee. Baba Sumer Singh
traces his lineage to the Giani Sampradya from Amritsar and the

passage describes the origins of Nihangs.
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Now | will narrate this beautiful story according to my meager
understanding, the truth that | bring before you is exactly as |
have listened and understood it from reliable sources.
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The stories of the Guru outweigh all the Vedas and the
numerous Puranas, this secret though can only be understood
and realized by a devoted and fully aware servant of the Guru.

-33- Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash
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At one time, all the four sons of Guru Gobind Singh got
together, the respected Ajit Singh, Jujhar Singh, the esteemed

and pure Jorawar Singh, and the revered Fateh Singh, who
even sin feared.
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The youngest of all the sons, Fateh Singh was the most
prominent and loved, for he was the one who invoked for the

first time the Khalsa Fateh [Vahiguru Ji Ka Khalsa Vahiguru Ji Ki
Fateh].
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The three elder brothers met and carefully set out to create a

new. path, typing a large dark blue Dumalla on the wise Fateh
Singh.
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Bedecking Fateh Singh with weapons, the older brothers, all
laughing, fook him to his father Guru Gobind Singh, the Master
of Anandpur, who was residing on His throne in bliss.

Fioa) Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash
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Guru Gobind Singh looking at this form was pleased and
hugged Fateh Singh, and then said, "l really love this uniform
with such a beautifully adorned Dumalla
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This Farla is the symbol for the entry into heaven, those Singhs
who adorned it will be fearless and victorious in battle. This Farla
is highest honour given; great are these Nihang Singhs.
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Understand this form to my very own, | will send great love to
those who adorn it. Amongst the Singhs none are equal to the
Nihang Singhs; liberated, they are free from all doubt and fear.”

By syt 55 oy 0 fa g
5Y 3 8 f509] 75 73 1 TR YT § YgI 33 1€l

When the Guru gave this blessing to Fateh Singh, then Himmat
Singh [of the Punj Pyare] were also given this honour [to wear
the Bana and Farla]. The Nihang Singhs then expanded greatly
in size and two types of Nihangs started to emerge.

Sl Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash
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Some wore a normal Dumalla keeping the Guru's name on
their mouth, some of them desired to wear a tall Dumalla.
Some time had passed and there was a lull in the tradition, but
this was arisen again with Naina Singh.
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Naina Singh was Baba Deep Singh's student, and was a great
warrior, filled with virtue. Listen to this narration, which | have
understood from listening to the Gyanis in Amritsar.
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Arriving at the Akal Takht, Naina Singh did an Ardaas
[supplication] and tied a tall Dumalla, with a Farla springing
forth from the top and considered this Farla as a Nishan [Battle
Standard] of the Panth. '
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He started the tradition of eating out of Sarbloh [all-iron] vessels,
and wore a greyish blue colour Farla on top of his Dumalla.
After Naina Singh came Phoola Singh, who spread the word
greatly and created many Nihang Singhs.

-36- Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash
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They were great warriors, egoless devotees of the Guru, who
would be greatly compassionate to the poor. Many joined into
the ranks wearing dark clothing, many people came from all
around into the Singhs.
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Naina Singh thus started this tradition of the tall Dumalla, this
tradition came into the world from Naina Singh. Ganda Singh
then also wore this tall Dumalla, who was a great warrior and
praised throughout the world.
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After them came a beloved Gareeb Singh, my father had
great love for their lotus-like feet. From my father | heard this

story many times, and as per my meager understanding | have
narrated it to you as such.

- Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash

-37- Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash
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Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama 1700s

Code of Conduct of the Bhai Daya Singh Pyara
Compassionate Tiger

The Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama is dated within the 1700s and
outlines the characteristics and traits of an Akali Nihang.
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The form of an Akali is thus, wearing dark blue clothes he
continually chants the Jaap Sahib, and ‘Gurbar Akal’ [the
Deathless is All Powerful], wearing all iron weapons.
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Equipped with five weapons he keeps a Kirpan in a baldric
[gathra], he does not eat or drink anything without blessing it
first with his Karad [knife] and with love reciting ‘Akal’.
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Understand that he is called a Nihang who adorns a tall furban,

these are the traits of an Akali, oh Sikh listen carefully with your
ears.

- Bhai Daya Singh Rehathama

Ll Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama
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It is clearly established within the Guru's History that

the Nihang Dals are continuing from the origin
[of the Khalsa].
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[Regardless] the Nihangs are carefree,

and their battle drums will continue to roar.
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